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August 25, 2009

Dear Seventh Grade Families:

Welcome to Core 705 and in particular, welcome to Mr. Kaelin’s classroom.   Along with the required curriculum, seventh grade core teachers have been working hard to develop learning activities that cater to students of all abilities while achieving mandated learning goals. We take every opportunity to interlace core subjects. This is especially evident in our choice of core novels and student writing genres.   Also, we have some excellent enrichment activities planned including the Chinatown field trip in October and the Spring Renaissance Faire.

Part of your students learning experience this year will include the use of technology. Throughout the year, students will participate in a variety of digitally infused lessons.  This includes collaborating online via blogs, wiki’s, and shared documents.  Each student will need a valid email address.  Of course, precautions are taken to keep our online interactions private and safe.  As part of this effort, I would like to provide each core student with an email address that is ONLY used for core related projects and communication.  A sample email address will be “studentname@mrkaelin.com”.  As the owner of the “mrkaelin.com” domain, I can provide an added layer of security and confidentiality.  Student safety is a priority.  I view educational technology as a means to an end: student learning and more efficient student productivity.  We will be working with some tools that the real world will demand of them, and this academic year will prepare them with the thinking skills to use them skillfully.

Along with bringing the following list of required supplies, students can access the class web site at www.mrkaelin.com for homework schedules, classroom policies, and other necessary information.  This site is a critical link for students to be informed about what’s happening in Core. Please encourage your student to access this site regularly, especially to download weekly homework lists.  We are working to be more efficient and use less paper resources than previous years.

ALL STUDENT ARE TO BRING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO CORE CLASSES EVERYDAY:

•A three-ring (metal rings only) binder, 2” at least (dedicated to CORE)

• 6 tab dividers

• lined binder paper

• A pouch to hold pens, pencils, white-out, a highlighter, and a small pencil sharpener

• Blue, black, and red pens (at least two of each)

• Minimum of four different colored pencils (VERY IMPORTANT FOR SOCIAL STUDIES)

• Pencils with erasers

• A labeled flash drive that can hold all of your related electronic documents. We will be creating electronic binders.

If any supplies are cost prohibitive, please let me know and I will provide them.

I look forward to meeting you and working alongside your student during the upcoming year.  It is my honor and privilege to be your child’s teacher.  

Warm Regards,

Michael Kaelin
