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	CATEGORY 
	10 - 8 
	7 - 5
	4 - 2
	1 – 0 

	Introduction / thesis 
	Introduction sets up the topic and thesis well; effectively states purpose of paper and answers  relevant questions.  Effective hook.
	Introduction sets up topic and thesis, adequately states purpose of paper and answers relevant questions.  Hook present.   
	Introduction does not clearly set up topic and purpose of paper and thesis is unclear or not relevant to paper. Relevant questions not answered.  No hook.
	No introduction.  

	Organization 
	Subtopics are all relevant to the topic. Transitions are strong. 
	Subtopics are all relevant to topic, transitions are present. 
	Not all subtopics are relevant to topic.  Some transitions present.  
	Subtopics are not relevant to topic and transitions are not present or are illogical. 

 

	Content (ideas)
	Supporting details are rich, interesting, informative; fully developed.  Details are relevant and appropriate for focus.  
	Details are strong and varied throughout – somewhat developed; details are relevant and appropriate for focus.
	Elaboration and relevant details are lacking; Important details are omitted. 
	Supporting details are repetitious or irrelevant. 

	Voice 
	Writer is committed to topic, shows interest in writing, and knows audience.  Voice is wholly appropriate for expository writing.  Written in third person voice. 
	Writer demonstrates commitment to topic shows some interest in topic and knows audience. Voice is mostly appropriate for expository writing.  Written in third person voice.
	Writer shows some commitment to topic, little interest in writing or topic and confuses audience.  Voice is often inappropriate for expository writing. Use of first or second person voice.
	Writer is confused or shows no commitment to topic and does not include audience.  Inappropriate voice for expository writing.  Use of first or second person voice.

	Word Choice 
	Accurate, effective, specific and relevant use of language. Varies vocabulary and paints strong images.  Content vocabulary is clearly explained. 
	Some accurate, strong, and relevant language. Some variations in vocabulary; some strong images.  Content vocabulary is sometimes explained. 
	Limited vocabulary; overused, repetitive, and vague language. Simplistic ideas in imagery.  Content vocabulary is mostly unexplained. 
	Inaccurate vocabulary, repetitive language or thoughts. Little use of imagery in writing.  No content vocabulary explained. 

	Sentence Fluency 
	Writing flows well. Sentence structure enhances style and effect.  Successfully uses sophisticated sentence patterns. 
	Writing flows well.  Some sentence variety in structure and length.  
	Writing is choppy in style and structure.  Errors in sentence structure.  Over reliance on simple or repetitive construction.  Multiple run-ons or fragments. 
	Writing is repetitive and confusing. No sentence variety; serious errors in structure. 

	Conventions 
	No grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors.   
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors.  
	Grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors distract reader from content.  
	Consistent grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors throughout paper that interfere with content.  

	Conclusion 
	Effectively restates thesis in different terms; leaves reader with sense of closure and strong impression. 
	Restates thesis in different terms; leaves reader with sense of closure.
	May not restate thesis clearly; introduces new ideas. Does not leave reader with sense of closure. 
	No conclusion; no restatement of thesis. 

	Bibliography 
	Is present and formatted correctly. 
	 
	Present and formatted incorrectly.
	Not present 
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