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ObservationObservation
Notice that the degree (exponents) of the following decreases 
gradually by one.

23 10 8− −x x

3 22 4 7 6− + −x x x2 4 7 6+x x x

Using Placeholders…Using Placeholders…
Notice that the degree (exponents) of the following DOESN’T 
decrease gradually by one.

32 5+a
What can we do to fix this?
We put placeholders in it like the following:We put placeholders in it like the following:

232 0 0 5232 0 0 5+ + +a a a
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