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Ab 2 500About 2,500 years ago, a 
Greek mathematician namedGreek mathematician named 
Pythagorus discovered aPythagorus discovered a 
special relationship between p p
the sides of right triangles.

P h li d h ifPythagorus realized that if 
you have a right triangleyou have a right triangle,
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I i A d i i fIt is.  And it is true for any 
right triangleright triangle.
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The Pythagorean Theorem 
says, given the right triangle 

i h l d b dwith legs a and b and 
h poten sehypotenuse c,
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A Proof of the Pythagorean Theorem 
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A Proof of the Pythagorean Theorem 
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How far are you from where y
you started? 

4848

36
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Find the length of a diagonalFind the length of a diagonal 
of the rectangle:g
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Practice usingPractice using                
The Pythagorean Theorem     y g

to solve these right triangles:  
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